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election dates, and any other information 
the Commission determines is appropriate. 

‘‘(C) RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ADJUSTMENT OF 
AMOUNTS.—Based on the review conducted 
under subparagraph (A), the Commission 
shall make recommendations to Congress for 
any adjustment of the following amounts: 

‘‘(i) The maximum dollar amount of quali-
fied small dollar contributions under section 
501(13)(C). 

‘‘(ii) The maximum and minimum dollar 
amounts for qualifying contributions under 
section 501(12)(A). 

‘‘(iii) The number and value of qualifying 
contributions a candidate is required to ob-
tain under section 512(a)(1). 

‘‘(iv) The base amount for candidates under 
section 522(d). 

‘‘(v) The maximum amount of matching 
contributions a candidate may receive under 
section 523(b). 

‘‘(vi) The maximum amount of enhanced 
matching contributions a candidate may re-
ceive under section 524(c). 

‘‘(vii) The dollar amount for vouchers 
under section 525(c). 

‘‘(D) REPORT.—Not later than March 30 fol-
lowing any general election for Federal of-
fice, the Commission shall submit a report to 
Congress on the review conducted under sub-
paragraph (A) and any recommendations de-
veloped under subparagraph (C). Such report 
shall contain a detailed statement of the 
findings, conclusions, and recommendations 
of the Commission based on such review. 

‘‘(b) REPORTS.—Not later than March 30, 
2026, and every 2 years thereafter, the Com-
mission shall submit to the Senate Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration a report 
documenting, evaluating, and making rec-
ommendations relating to the administra-
tive implementation and enforcement of the 
provisions of this title. 

‘‘(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There are authorized to be appropriated such 
sums as are necessary to carry out the pur-
poses of this subtitle. 
‘‘SEC. 532. VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES. 

‘‘(a) CIVIL PENALTY FOR VIOLATION OF CON-
TRIBUTION AND EXPENDITURE REQUIRE-
MENTS.—If a candidate who has been cer-
tified as a participating candidate under sec-
tion 514 accepts a contribution or makes an 
expenditure that is prohibited under section 
513, the Commission shall assess a civil pen-
alty against the candidate in an amount that 
is not more than 3 times the amount of the 
contribution or expenditure. Any amounts 
collected under this subsection shall be de-
posited into the Fund. 

‘‘(b) REPAYMENT FOR IMPROPER USE OF 
FREEDOM FROM INFLUENCE FUND.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—If the Commission deter-
mines that any benefit made available to a 
participating candidate under this title was 
not used as provided for in this title or that 
a participating candidate has violated any of 
the dates for remission of funds contained in 
this title, the Commission shall so notify the 
candidate and the candidate shall pay to the 
Fund an amount equal to— 

‘‘(A) the amount of benefits so used or not 
remitted, as appropriate; and 

‘‘(B) interest on any such amounts (at a 
rate determined by the Commission). 

‘‘(2) OTHER ACTION NOT PRECLUDED.—Any 
action by the Commission in accordance 
with this subsection shall not preclude en-
forcement proceedings by the Commission in 
accordance with section 309(a), including a 
referral by the Commission to the Attorney 
General in the case of an apparent knowing 
and willful violation of this title.’’. 
SEC. 202. PROHIBITION ON JOINT FUNDRAISING 

COMMITTEES. 
Section 302(e) of the Federal Election Cam-

paign Act of 1971 (52 U.S.C. 30102(e)) is 

amended by adding at the end the following 
new paragraph: 

‘‘(6) No authorized committee of a partici-
pating candidate (as defined in section 501) 
may establish a joint fundraising committee 
with a political committee other than an au-
thorized committee of a candidate.’’. 
SEC. 203. EXCEPTION TO LIMITATION ON CO-

ORDINATED EXPENDITURES BY PO-
LITICAL PARTY COMMITTEES WITH 
PARTICIPATING CANDIDATES. 

Section 315(d) of the Federal Election Cam-
paign Act of 1971 (52 U.S.C. 30116(d)) is 
amended— 

(1) in paragraph (3)(A), by striking ‘‘in the 
case of’’ and inserting ‘‘except as provided in 
paragraph (6), in the case of’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following new 
paragraph: 

‘‘(6)(A) The limitation under paragraph 
(3)(A) shall not apply with respect to any ex-
penditure from a qualified political party- 
participating candidate coordinated expendi-
ture fund. 

‘‘(B) In this paragraph, the term ‘qualified 
political party-participating candidate co-
ordinated expenditure fund’ means a fund es-
tablished by the national committee of a po-
litical party, or a State committee of a po-
litical party, including any subordinate com-
mittee of a State committee, for purposes of 
making expenditures in connection with the 
general election campaign of a candidate for 
election to the office of Senator who is a par-
ticipating candidate (as defined in section 
501), that only accepts qualified coordinated 
expenditure contributions. 

‘‘(C) In this paragraph, the term ‘qualified 
coordinated expenditure contribution’ 
means, with respect to the general election 
campaign of a candidate for election to the 
office of Senator who is a participating can-
didate (as defined in section 501), any con-
tribution (or series of contributions)— 

‘‘(i) which is made by an individual who is 
not prohibited from making a contribution 
under this Act; and 

‘‘(ii) the aggregate amount of which does 
not exceed $500 per election.’’. 

TITLE III—RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE 
FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 

SEC. 301. PETITION FOR CERTIORARI. 
Section 307(a)(6) of the Federal Election 

Campaign Act of 1971 (52 U.S.C. 30107(a)(6)) is 
amended by inserting ‘‘(including a pro-
ceeding before the Supreme Court on certio-
rari)’’ after ‘‘appeal’’. 
SEC. 302. ELECTRONIC FILING OF FEC REPORTS. 

Section 304(a)(11) of the Federal Election 
Campaign Act of 1971 (52 U.S.C. 30104(a)(11)) 
is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘under 
this Act—’’ and all that follows and inserting 
‘‘under this Act shall be required to main-
tain and file such designation, statement, or 
report in electronic form accessible by com-
puters.’’; 

(2) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘48 
hours’’ and all that follows through ‘‘filed 
electronically)’’ and inserting ‘‘24 hours’’; 
and 

(3) by striking subparagraph (D). 
TITLE IV—REVENUE PROVISIONS 

SEC. 401. FREEDOM FROM INFLUENCE FUND 
REVENUE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 is amended by inserting after 
chapter 36 the following new chapter: 
‘‘CHAPTER 37—TAX ON PAYMENTS PURSU-

ANT TO CERTAIN GOVERNMENT CON-
TRACTS 

‘‘Sec. 4501. Imposition of tax. 
‘‘SEC. 4501. IMPOSITION OF TAX. 

‘‘(a) TAX IMPOSED.—There is hereby im-
posed on any payment made to a qualified 
person pursuant to a contract with the Gov-

ernment of the United States a tax equal to 
0.50 percent of the amount paid. 

‘‘(b) LIMITATION.—The aggregate amount of 
tax imposed per contract under subsection 
(a) for any calendar year shall not exceed 
$500,000. 

‘‘(c) QUALIFIED PERSON.—For purposes of 
this section, the term ‘qualified person’ 
means any person which— 

‘‘(1) is not a State or local government, a 
foreign nation, or an organization described 
in section 501(c)(3) which is exempt from tax-
ation under section 501(a), and 

‘‘(2) has a contract with the Government of 
the United States with a value in excess of 
$10,000,000. 

‘‘(d) PAYMENT OF TAX.—The tax imposed by 
this section shall be paid by the person re-
ceiving such payment. 

‘‘(e) USE OF REVENUE GENERATED BY TAX.— 
It is the sense of the Senate that amounts 
equivalent to the revenue generated by the 
tax imposed under this chapter should be ap-
propriated for the financing of a Freedom 
From Influence Fund and used for the public 
financing of Senate elections.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The table of 
chapters of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 
is amended by inserting after the item relat-
ing to chapter 36 the following: 
‘‘CHAPTER 37—TAX ON PAYMENTS PURSUANT 

TO CERTAIN GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS’’. 
(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 

made by this section shall apply to contracts 
entered into after the date of the enactment 
of this Act. 

TITLE V—MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 
SEC. 501. SEVERABILITY. 

If any provision of this Act or amendment 
made by this Act, or the application of a pro-
vision or amendment to any person or cir-
cumstance, is held to be unconstitutional, 
the remainder of this Act and amendments 
made by this Act, and the application of the 
provisions and amendment to any person or 
circumstance, shall not be affected by the 
holding. 
SEC. 502. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as may otherwise 
be provided in this Act and in the amend-
ments made by this Act, this Act and the 
amendments made by this Act shall apply 
with respect to elections occurring during 
2028 or any succeeding year, without regard 
to whether or not the Federal Election Com-
mission has promulgated the final regula-
tions necessary to carry out this Act and the 
amendments made by this Act by the dead-
line set forth in subsection (b). 

(b) DEADLINE FOR REGULATIONS.—Not later 
than June 30, 2026, the Federal Election Com-
mission shall promulgate such regulations as 
may be necessary to carry out this Act and 
the amendments made by this Act. 

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Ms. 
WARREN, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. 
MERKLEY, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. 
MARKEY, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, and 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL): 

S.J. Res. 67. A joint resolution pro-
posing an amendment to the Constitu-
tion of the United States relative to 
the fundamental right to vote; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the text of the 
resolution be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the resolution was ordered to be print-
ed in the RECORD, as follows: 

S.J. RES. 67 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
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Congress assembled (two-thirds of each House 
concurring therein), That the following article 
is proposed as an amendment to the Con-
stitution of the United States, which shall be 
valid to all intents and purposes as part of 
the Constitution when ratified by the legis-
latures of three-fourths of the several States: 

‘‘ARTICLE — 
‘‘SECTION 1. Every citizen of the United 

States, who is of legal voting age, shall have 
the fundamental right to vote in any public 
election held in the jurisdiction in which the 
citizen resides. 

‘‘SECTION 2. The fundamental right of citi-
zens of the United States to vote shall not be 
denied or abridged by the United States or 
by any State or political subdivision within 
a State unless such denial or abridgment is 
in furtherance of a compelling governmental 
interest and is the least restrictive means of 
furthering that compelling governmental in-
terest. 

‘‘SECTION 3. The portion of section 2 of the 
fourteenth article of amendment to the Con-
stitution of the United States that consists 
of the phrase ‘or other crime,’ is repealed. 

‘‘SECTION 4. The Congress shall have the 
power to enforce this article and protect 
against any denial or abridgement of the 
fundamental right to vote by legislation.’’. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 6526. Mr. JOHNSON (for himself, Mr. 
CRUZ, Mr. RISCH, Mr. MARSHALL, Mr. BRAUN, 
Mr. CRAPO, Mr. DAINES, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, 
Mr. PAUL, Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. HAWLEY, Ms. 
LUMMIS, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. LEE, Mr. SCOTT of 
Florida, Mr. RUBIO, and Mr. LANKFORD) pro-
posed an amendment to the bill H.R. 7776, to 
provide for improvements to the rivers and 
harbors of the United States, to provide for 
the conservation and development of water 
and related resources, and for other pur-
poses. 

SA 6527. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill H.R. 7776, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 6528. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill H.R. 7776, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 6529. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 6513 proposed by Mr. SCHU-
MER (for Mr. MANCHIN) to the bill H.R. 7776, 
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 6530. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 6513 proposed by Mr. SCHU-
MER (for Mr. MANCHIN) to the bill H.R. 7776, 
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 6531. Mr. HOEVEN (for himself, Ms. 
LUMMIS, Mr. CRAMER, and Mr. MORAN) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed by him to the bill H.R. 7776, supra; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 6532. Mr. MARSHALL submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill H.R. 7776, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 6533. Mr. MARSHALL submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill H.R. 7776, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 6534. Mr. SCHUMER proposed an 
amendment to the bill H.R. 1437, to amend 
the Weather Research and Forecasting Inno-
vation Act of 2017 to direct the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration to pro-
vide comprehensive and regularly updated 
Federal precipitation information, and for 
other purposes. 

SA 6535. Mr. SCHUMER proposed an 
amendment to amendment SA 6534 proposed 
by Mr. SCHUMER to the bill H.R. 1437, supra. 

SA 6536. Mr. SCHUMER proposed an 
amendment to the bill H.R. 1437, supra. 

SA 6537. Mr. SCHUMER proposed an 
amendment to amendment SA 6536 proposed 
by Mr. SCHUMER to the bill H.R. 1437, supra. 

SA 6538. Mr. SCHUMER proposed an 
amendment to amendment SA 6537 proposed 
by Mr. SCHUMER to the amendment SA 6536 
proposed by Mr. SCHUMER to the bill H.R. 
1437, supra. 

SA 6539. Mr. KAINE (for himself and Mr. 
YOUNG) submitted an amendment intended 
to be proposed by him to the bill H.R. 7776, 
to provide for improvements to the rivers 
and harbors of the United States, to provide 
for the conservation and development of 
water and related resources, and for other 
purposes; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 6540. Mr. SCOTT of Florida (for himself, 
Mr. JOHNSON, and Mr. BRAUN) proposed an 
amendment to the bill H.R. 1437, to amend 
the Weather Research and Forecasting Inno-
vation Act of 2017 to direct the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration to pro-
vide comprehensive and regularly updated 
Federal precipitation information, and for 
other purposes. 

SA 6541. Mr. LEE (for himself, Mr. BRAUN, 
Mr. SCOTT of Florida, and Mr. JOHNSON) pro-
posed an amendment to the bill H .R. 1437, 
supra. 

SA 6542. Mr. KING (for Mr. BARRASSO) pro-
posed an amendment to the bill S. 3957, to 
amend the Infrastructure Investment and 
Jobs Act to make certain activities eligible 
for grants from the Abandoned Mine Rec-
lamation Fund, and for other purposes. 

SA 6543. Mr. KING (for Mr. SCOTT of Flor-
ida) proposed an amendment to the bill S. 
688, to prohibit contracting with persons 
that have business operations with the 
Maduro regime, and for other purposes. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 6526. Mr. JOHNSON (for himself, 
Mr. CRUZ, Mr. RISCH, Mr. MARSHALL, 
Mr. BRAUN, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. DAINES, 
Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Mr. PAUL, Mr. 
HOEVEN, Mr. HAWLEY, Ms. LUMMIS, Mr. 
GRAHAM, Mr. LEE, Mr. SCOTT of Flor-
ida, Mr. RUBIO, and Mr. LANKFORD) pro-
posed an amendment to the bill H.R. 
7776, to provide for improvements to 
the rivers and harbors of the United 
States, to provide for the conservation 
and development of water and related 
resources, and for other purposes; as 
follows: 

Insert after section 525 the following: 
SEC. 525A. REMEDIES FOR MEMBERS OF THE 

ARMED FORCES DISCHARGED OR 
SUBJECT TO PUNISHMENT UNDER 
THE COVID–19 VACCINE MANDATE. 

(a) LIMITATION ON IMPOSITION OF NEW MAN-
DATE.—The Secretary of Defense may not 
issue any COVID–19 vaccine mandate as a re-
placement for the rescinded mandates under 
this Act absent a further act of Congress ex-
pressly authorizing a replacement mandate. 

(b) REMEDIES.—Section 736 of the National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
2022 (Public Law 117–81; 10 U.S.C. 1161 note 
prec.) is amended— 

(1) in the section heading, by striking ‘‘TO 
OBEY LAWFUL ORDER TO RECEIVE’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘TO RECEIVE’’; 

(2) in subsection (a)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘a lawful order’’ and insert-

ing ‘‘an order’’; and 
(B) by striking ‘‘shall be’’ and all that fol-

lows through the period at the end and in-
serting ‘‘shall be an honorable discharge.’’; 

(3) by redesignating subsection (b) as sub-
section (e); and 

(4) by inserting after subsection (a) the fol-
lowing new subsections: 

‘‘(b) PROHIBITION ON ADVERSE ACTION.—The 
Secretary of Defense may not take any ad-
verse action against a covered member based 
solely on the refusal of such member to re-
ceive a vaccine for COVID–19. 

‘‘(c) REMEDIES AVAILABLE FOR A COVERED 
MEMBER DISCHARGED OR PUNISHED BASED ON 
COVID–19 STATUS.—At the election of a cov-
ered member and upon application through a 
process established by the Secretary of De-
fense, the Secretary shall— 

‘‘(1) adjust to ‘honorable discharge’ the 
status of the member if— 

‘‘(A) the member was separated from the 
Armed Forces based solely on the failure of 
the member to obey an order to receive a 
vaccine for COVID–19; and 

‘‘(B) the discharge status of the member 
would have been an ‘honorable discharge’ but 
for the refusal to obtain such vaccine; 

‘‘(2) reinstate the member to service at the 
highest grade held by the member imme-
diately prior to the involuntary separation, 
allowing, however, for any demotion that 
was not related to the member’s COVID–19 
vaccination status, with an effective date of 
reinstatement as of the date of involuntary 
separation; 

‘‘(3) for any member who was subject to 
any punishment other than involuntary sep-
aration based solely on the member’s 
COVID–19 vaccination status— 

‘‘(A) restore the member to the highest 
grade held prior to such punishment, allow-
ing, however, for any demotion that was not 
related to the member’s COVID–19 vaccina-
tion status, with an effective date of rein-
statement as of the date of involuntary sepa-
ration; and 

‘‘(B) compensate such member for any pay 
and benefits lost as a result of such punish-
ment; 

‘‘(4) expunge from the service record of the 
member any reference to any adverse action 
based solely on COVID–19 status, including 
involuntary separation; and 

‘‘(5) include the time of involuntary sepa-
ration of the member reinstated under para-
graph (2) in the computation of the retired or 
retainer pay of the member. 

‘‘(d) ATTEMPT TO AVOID DISCHARGE.—The 
Secretary of Defense shall make every effort 
to retain members of the Armed Forces who 
are not vaccinated against COVID–19.’’. 

(c) IMMEDIATE RESCISSION OF MANDATE.— 
Notwithstanding the deadline provided for in 
section 525, the rescission of the COVID–19 
mandate shall take effect immediately. 

SA 6527. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill H.R. 7776, to provide for 
improvements to the rivers and har-
bors of the United States, to provide 
for the conservation and development 
of water and related resources, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end add the following: 
SEC. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

This Act shall take effect on the date that 
is 7 days after the date of enactment of this 
Act. 

SA 6528. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill H.R. 7776, to provide for 
improvements to the rivers and har-
bors of the United States, to provide 
for the conservation and development 
of water and related resources, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 
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